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Introduction 

• Tourist Sheets of 1880-1900. 

• Often hand-etched in common with postage 

stamps. 

• No known forgeries. 

• Sources 

– Shimomura Standard Catalogue of the Japanese 

Revenue Stamps. 

– Narumi’s Japanese Fiscal Stamp Catalog 

– http://eng.ssjp.dk/rev/eng/rev/overviewrev.html 

 









Silk and Silkworm Egg 
1872 Issue – 5 sen 

Perf 8 to 10.5 and 

imperforate 

Tied cancel 

壬申 (mizunoe-

saru) Year of the 

Monkey = 1872  

Package 

壬申 (mizunoe-

saru) Year of the 

Monkey = 1872  



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emperor_of_Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enthronement_of_the_Japanese_Emperor




Silkworm Egg 
1876-7 Issue – 10 sen 

Chrysanthemum 

crest 

明 六 (Meiji-roku) 

6th year of Meiji = 

1867 + 6 = 1873 

明 十 (Meiji-juu) 

10th year of Meiji = 

1867 + 10 = 1877 

New Design by 

Edoardo 

Chiossone (also 

designer of Koban 

stamps) 

Silk moth 







Documentary – First Series 
1873-1883 

• Rouletted and perforated from 8 to 13. 

• Initial printing on Japanese paper. 
1 sen gray  25 sen yellow 

1 sen black  50 sen orange 

5 sen orange  50 sen gray 

5 sen brown  ¥1 red 

10 sen red  ¥1 light blue 

10 sen carmine  ¥5 violet 

10 sen blue  ¥20 dark red 



























Medicine Revenue 
1883-1898 

Series Perforation   

From 1883 9-10  Also on a band 

From 1886 12-13   

From 1890 Imperforated   



Medicine Revenue 
1883-1898 

Denomination Color 

1 rin grey 

2 rin light blue 

3 rin yellow 

5 rin dark brown 

1 sen light brown 

2 sen green 

3 sen dark blue 

4 sen orange 

5 sen purple 

10 sen dark red 









Court of Justice Revenues 
1894-1898 

• Court of Justice Revenues (訴訟用印紙, 

soshōyō inshi) 

• Placed on legal documents. 

• Tax based on value of dispute. 

• Chrysanthemum symbol at top center. 

• Values in Japanese only. 









Court of Justice Revenues 
1894-1898 

50 sen 錢拾五, brown 



























Registration Tax Revenues 
1888-1898 

Denomination Color 

1 rin green 

5 rin green 

1 sen brown 

2 sen 5 rin brown 

3 sen brown 

5 sen brown 

10 sen brown 

50 sen brown 

1 yen blue 

2 yen blue 

5 yen blue 

10 yen red - portrait 

50 yen red - portrait 



Registration Tax Revenues 
1888-1898 

5 rin 厘五 

Imperial Japan 

 (帝日本 Tei Nihon) 

Registration 

 tax revenues 

 (tōki inshi 登記) 





Registration Tax Revenues 
1888-1898 

10 sen 銭拾 

50 sen 錢拾五 perforated 50 sen 錢拾五 imperforate 

Brown stamps show large 

variations in color. 



Registration Tax Revenues 
1888-1898 

Blue imperforate Blue perforate 

1 yen圓壹 

Blue stamps show large 

variations in color. 









Tobacco Duty 
1883 Series 

Denomination Color 

2 rin black 

3 rin light brown 

4 rin yellow 

6 rin red brown 

8 rin yellow-green 

9 rin light blue (specimen only) 

1 sen light blue  

1 sen 2 rin brown 

1 sen 6 rin pink 

1 sen 8 rin purple 

2 sen orange 

2 sen 4 rin sage green 

3 sen dark blue 

3 sen 2 rin gray 

4 sin olive green 

4 sen 8 rin brown violet 

6 sen violet 

6 sen 4 rin vermilion 

8 sen red 











Almanac/Calendar Revenue 
1882-1884 

Zodiac animals 

Verification of 

almanac/calendar 

distribution. 頒暦證
hanrekishō.  



Almanac/Calendar Revenue 
1882-1884 

Ise Shrine 

published a widely-

distributed 

calendar/almanac 

called Isegoyomi  

(伊勢暦). 

All 12 zodiac 

animals depicted 

counterclockwise 

Verification of 

almanac/calendar 

distribution. 頒暦証 

hanrekishō with more 

modern shō (証).  

Corners with sun, 

moon and two 

constellations.  

Shrine (jingū) 

Superindendent (shichō) 









Resources 
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http://eng.ssjp.dk/rev/eng/rev/overiewrev.html

