Japanese Antarctic Research Expeditions

The First Twenty-One

A sclection of the stamps, covers, cachets, and postal markings related to the
Japanese Antarctic Research Expeditions for the period 1956 through 1979,

In these 24 vears, the Japanese sent 20 expeditions to the Antarctic, and
established a scientific research base at 699 00'S, 039" 35'E, in Enderby Land on the
Indian Ocean coastline of the continent. This work was begun in support of the
International Geophysical Year period of 1957-1958, and continues to the present
day.

However, participation in the [GY was not Japan’s first expedition to the
Antarctic. In 1910, LT Noushi Shirase took a wooden sailing vessel to the Bay of
Wales and the Ross Sea, where the Ross Ice Shelf and the Edward VII Peninsula
were explored. This exhibit begins with some items related to this historic first voyage
and continues through JARE XXI1. The exhibit ends with covers commemorating the

decommissioning of the 1% Japanese Icebreaker “Sova™ in 1978,
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1910

On November 29, 1910, the "Kainan Maru", a sailing vessel of 204 tons,
sailed out of Tokyo Bay on the historic First Japanese Ixpedition to
Antarctica under the command of Lt. Shirase. They explored the Ross
Sea and the Bay of Whales where they found two amall bays and named
them Kainan and Oluma Bay. Landing parties traveled by dog-sled to
explore the Ross Sea Ice Shelf and Fdward VII Peninsula.
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1910
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On November 29, 1960, his homeland issued this stamp in
his honor. The cachet shows hie exploration party lay-
ing claim to a portion of Antactica for the Japanese
Empire. The stamp on the right is a ™ihon". At B095'S.
in 1912 they planted a flag and named the spot Yamato
Helgen, meaning that it should belong to Japan.

Mr, R, M, Juell
610 E. Chevy Chase,
Glandale 5, Calif.,
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1910

PERATBHBNREZ ST

Kalain - Miru MF-‘.
Doat wavd Iy Ldent Shrase e Anturcoe Espodition /»7'[&7 ,QL.EXHI\/WZ
Hp vimsT DAY OF ISSUE:NOV.29. 1960 Box 385 )/ovﬂ/f/'f-"“’;‘/ _/‘?’R’”‘M
S A
Kainan Maru

The sailing ship used by Lt. Shirase and his exploration party in 1910-1912

Seenic postmark of Konoura Post Office showing the monument honoring Lt. Shirase.
Photograph shows his house in Konoura.
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1910

There were many cachets made to honor the annlversary issue.
These are two of the better ones.
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Tho 50th Anniversary of

First Jopanese Antarctic Expedition
by lote Lieut Shiruse

N

Mre. Ernest G. Kimme
3766 Gaviota Ave.
Long Beach 7, Calif.
U.s .A.

tote that the one below has Shirase's name misspelled,
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On December 1, 1959, the Antarctic Treaty was signed by ten
nations. The aim was to use Antarctica for the peaceful pur-
poses of secientific research. To cammemorate the 10th amni-
versary of the treaty, Takashl Shimizu designed the stamp
and cancel showing penguins and the map of the region.
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Novombor 8, 1956

On November 8, 1956, Icebreaker Soya Maru left on her voyage

to Antarctica, under the command of Captain Matsumoto.

The

Soya Maru was a former lighthouse fender which was converted

for conditions in Antarctica.

The top line in the cancel is

translated as "Departure of JARE.
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JARE I

BAmMBENKEELS
The Landing of the South-polar
Obervation Party from Japan

On January 29, 1957, the Soya Maru reached the site of Japanese
operations in Antarctica and the 53 scientists raised the flag
over Prince Harald Base. The mail aboard was cancelled on the
following day. The use of the 1947 whaling stamp was appropos
as Japan had for many years sent her whaling fleet into the
South Polar seas. The cancel reads at the top "First Success-
ful Landing at Antarctica"/Prince Harald/Soya Ship Post Office".
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PRINCE HARALD ANTARCTICA

1957 JAPAN ANTARCTIC
RESEARCH EXPEDITION
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This cover shows 2 of the 3 official hand-stamped cachets used
Por this expedition. The Japanese New Years atamp, issued on
December 20th, was alsc suitable for JARE and a supply flown
to Capetown to meet the Soya Maru on her way south.
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JARE T

Tokyo - South Pole ~ Tokyo
1957
JAPAN ANTARCTIC
RESEARCH EXPEDITION

VIA PRINCE HARALD
ANTARCTICA

After 30 days on the ice, the expedition leader, Dr. Takeshl Nagato,
boarded Soya fo return to Japan. The winter-over party of 15 was
left with E. Nishibari, the Deputy Leader. In March a section of
the lce shelf crashed into the sea carrying with it 6 ftong of food
and fuel. Their closest neighbors were the Australians 500 miles
east and the Norwegians 600 miles west, To add to their problems
they had a fire in July which destroyed hard won scientific records.

This is the third of the officlal cachete used for JARE I.
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The black cancel on this cover commemorates the date of retarn of
the Soya Maru, April 26, 1957. Several philatelic records on JARE
covers list May 2nd as the return date. It can be assumed that
the ship arrived in port as of this date but the official cereamony
was one week later. The S/S used on this cover caused a good deal
of confusion in Japan. Apparently a dealer in Japan bought sheets
in quantity, trimmed them and privately printed the line at the
top for the JARE I departure and 1956-1957 below. It was accepted
by the Post Office, both in Japan and aboard the Soya Maru. It is
assumed that the cachet was prepared for the 1955-56 voyage which
was unable to land as the 1956 year is given and the JARE I Post
Office went into operation in 1957, not 1956.
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On October 21, 1957, the Soya Maru left Tokyo under the command
of Capt. Nasani Murayama. Aboard was a 20-man relief team, to
replace the JARE I winter-over team. They were again under the
leadership of T. Nagata. Upon arriving off Showa Base, they
were unable to land., The 11 men at the base, plus 1 husky and
8 pups, were airlifted to the ship. The closing of the base
and the abandonment of 15 dogs caused a good deal of turmoil in
the Japanege press. A monument was later erected to the dogs.
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JARE IT

The Postmaster abocard the Soya Maru, Masami Ose, cancelled all

of the mail on January 30, 1958, with this round red-brown cancel.
Acrogs the top is "Commemoration of Research Egpedition in Antarciic
Area" and 3% the bottam, "Soya Base-SBoya Ship Post Office". The
map centered on Antarctica and the 2 line caption in Japanese and
English is the official expedition handstamp.
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On November 12, 1958, the Soyn Muru sailed for Antarctica with a 14 man expedition to reactivate Shows Base.
They planned to winter-over under the leadership of M. Murayama. When they arrived they found that 2 of the
dogs had survived on penguins and dried fish which had been left behind,

For the first time the cancel shows a weather station, which plays such an important part in Antarctic Research
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The use of helicopters played an important role in the success of JARE 1L They permitted rapid transfer of men
und the equipment from Soya to the base. They were also used in the mapping work that was done.
The cachet shows an expedition member directing a helicopter to a landing.
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JARE IIT

Gustay J, lwd
66 U'Toole 3%.
Vestwood, H,J,
U.8, Amerioa.
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O0fficial expedition cachet in purple and blue.
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The Soya Maru left for Antarctica en October 31, 1959, with 36
scientiste aboard; 15 of these planned on wintering-over under
the leadership of Tetsuya Torii. The principal mission of this
expedition was a geographical observation of the surrounding
land. The Japanese ware responsible for campiling an accutate
map of the LS50 miles of coastline between Princess Ragnhild Land
and Prince Olav (oast. Note the banner at left of cancel. It

says "Showa Base".
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Official cachet of JARE IV.
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Mr, FEugene Hubin

922’ S, Kenmore Ave.
Los Angelea 6, Calif,
U. S.A.

JARE V left Tokyo on November 12, 1960, to reliewe the winter
over temm which had been left there earlier in the year. The
special red-brown cancel shows a dog team, the Soya Maru and
a helicopter. By this time the helicopter had become india-
pensible in transporting teams and supplies to off-base sites.
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JARE V
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Scenic and machine cancels from Showa
Base on the firsgt day of operation.
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JARE V

Official cachet of Jare V.
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JARE VI

JARE VI was to be the last trip for the Soya Maru.Bhe
left Tokyo on October 30, 1961, to transport men and
equipment hame, as Showa Base was to be closed. The
red-brown cancel shows a helicopter carrying supplies.
As always, it is cancelled January l1et, the date of
the first landing at what was to be Showa Base.
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JARE VI

Showing the 0fficial Cachet from JARE IV and VI, as
well as the cancel of the Soya Ship Post Offics.




JAPANESE ANTARCTIC RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS

JARE VI
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Second Official Cachet for JARE VI
and Soya Ship Post Office cancel.
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The black circular date stamp ie the date of arrival in Tokyo
of the expedition. The blue handstamp, as well as the viclet
one on the preceding page, is the officlal expedition cachet.
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JARE VII
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The Japanese antarctic observations had been suspendsd since the
close of its sixth winter, in 1962, as the Soya Maru had %o be

replaced with & more modern vessel.

new motor-ghip "Fuji" left Tokyo on her way to Antarctica.

On November 20, 1965, the
This

gtamp, designed by Iwao Norimateu, shows a map of Antarctlica, an
aurora and the observation ship "Fuji".
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The ship was built in Yokohama in six months at a cost of a half
a million dollars. She is ideally designed for her role, with
a extremely strong double-shell hull and a diesel-~electric motor
which is capable of 1£.5 knots. She will carry 3 helicopters as
well as snowplows. This cover was cancelled with the Fuji Post
Office cancel on the day she reached the ice.
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Mr, Carl 8. Ukrig
20 South Church St.
Pittafield
Msssachusetts 01202
United States of Amerien

The ehip carried a complement of 182 men including 4O scientists.
They will be well supplied with 40O tons of cargo. 17 of thess
men will winter-over on Showz Base on Ongul Island, off Prince
Herald Coast. This cover, cancelled at Showa Bass on the anni-
versary of the 1st landing, also carries the official blue expe-
dition handstamp.
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JARE VII

Dfficial Cachet of JARE VII
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JARE VIITI left Tokyo on December 1, 1966, and arrived
off Showa Base on Jamuary 8, 1967. This cover, from
the Fuji Ship Post Office, on the day of arrival off
the ice, shows the Fuji and a solar halo.
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JARE VIIT
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Special Showa Base cachet to honor next years traverse to the South Pole.
During JARE VIII the team, under the leadership of Ir. M. Matsuura, went

half-way to the SBouth Pole to leave & food and supply cache for next years
try to reach the South Pole.
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Official Cachets with Fuji Post Office cancel in
red and Showa Base Post Cffice cancel in black.
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Mrs, Adrianma Z. Lund
581 Fletchar Ave,
Oradell, HJ 07649
S AMERICA.

JARE IX left Tokyo on November 22, 1967, and arrived at Showa Base
on January 13, 1968. This cover was cancelled at the Fuji Ship Post
Office on January 12th, while the ship was off shore. The purple
handstamp is the official cachet of the expedition.
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On September 20, 1968, 11 men left Showa Base on their way to the South
Pole. 83 days later, on December 19, they reached their goal, after a
1,600 mile traverse. They returned to Showa Base on February 15, 1969,
Upon their return to Japan, they received the 7th Prince Chichibu Mem-
orizl Prize for Sclence. The special cachet coamemorates the Supporting
Force for JARE IX.
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JARE X
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JARE X left Tokyo, aboard the icebreaker Fuji, on November 30,
1968. The ship, under the command of Capt. S. Matsushima, was
anchored off Ongul Island on January 5, 1969. The Fuji Post
Office went into opperation the following day with these two
cancels, a commemorative date stamp and a special handstamp
cachet for the ship and the Marine OSupport Defence Force.
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The JARE Team, under the leadership of Dr. K. Kusunoki, arrived
at Showa Base on January 6th. The Base Post Office applied
this Showa Base commemorative cancel that day. The pictorial
gcene ghows a surveyor and his instruments working on the ice.
They also appllied the special JARE expedition cachet in blue.
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Official Cachets for JARE X and Showa
Bage Post Office cancelg in red.
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JARE XI lef't Tokyo on November 25, 1969, under the lsadership
of Dr. T. Matsuda. They were accompanied by Herman R. Friis,
Director of the Center for Polar Archives in Washington, D.C.
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Fuji reached the Antarctic on Jamary 5, 1970, under the cammand
of Capt. H. Isobe. The ship Post Office applied these cancels
that day. The Scenic date stamp shows a surveyor. The large
handstamped cachet is for the "Supporting Force".
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JARE XT

JARE XTI Official Cachet with
Showa Base cancel in red.
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JARE XT

Ar, Gustav J, Lnd
581 Fletcher Ave,
Oradell, NJ 07649
US MAERICA

Dr. Friis signed this cover on
January Sth, while at 69°5-39°%,

| FROM: Unitad States Exchange Scientishl sl tha Stovanm
Japanese Antarctic Research capedition, 1568 1970
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Lockheed AL 60-B flight from Fast Ongal Island
to the Yamato Mountains, January 10, 1970.
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The same commemorative cancel was used for Showa Base
as well as both the 10th and 11th expedition cachet.
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Fuli’s special cachet for JARE XI1
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JARE XI1I left Tokyo on 25 November 1970 under the leadership of Dr. T. Ogushl. This year's
expedition was to put their scientific emphasis on meteorological rescarch. The special
cancel reflects this showing a weather rocket and part of the Aurora Australis,
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JARE XIT

There were a great many problems petting Fuji close enough to
the station for unloading. The base was finally set up in the
early part of February. Fuji Ship Post Office applied this
gpecial cachet to highlight their support activities.
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ANTARCTIC FLIGHT
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Lockheed LASO flight from the ice pack approximately
160 miles from Showa Base, and LO miles from Molodez-
hnaya. This flight was on Jamuary 20, and Fuji didn't
reach Showa Base until Fehruary becaune of the heavy
ice pack. Was the plane carried aboard the Fuji?
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On February 11, Showa Base Post Office was in operation. These
epecial cachets call attention to The Antarctic Rocket Projects
of the JARE XII Teanm.
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On May 17, 1972, the first group returned
to Tokyo. This cover is autographed by
Dr. T. Ogushi, the leader at Showa Base,
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Tuji left Tokyo on November 25, 1971, and on January 1, 1972,
was U5 miles off the ice. For the first time, all of the men
and equipment were transferred to Showa Base by helicopter.
Again, the research was to use rocket launches, under the
leadership of Cmdr. Kawaguchi. After 12 tries, this year saw
the first successful launch of an S-16JA rocket, #l.
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JARE XIIT
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On April 16th, for the first time, three men left for the
frontier base, Mizuhe Station, to winter-over. Their stay
of 289 days was gpent in meteorological and geophysical
investigations. The Showa Base cancel was applied gboard
the Mjl on the day they anchored off the ice shelf.
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Japanese scientists, along with those from New Zealand and

the United States, participated in a geclogical research
mroject led by Dr. Lyle McGinnis of Northern Tllinoise

University.
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JARE XITI

A Showa Base cancel for JARE 13 of February 20, 1972.
The printed cachet deplictes a sclentist working with a

Enow corer.
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JARE XIIT

Official Cachets.
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Official Cachet for JARE XIII
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Pujl arrived back in Tokyo on May 26, 1972. This cover was
poetmarked with the red Showa cancel upon arrival on the ice
and the black date cancel upon arrival back in Tokyo.
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JARE XIV left Tokyo on 25 November, 1972, They arrived off the ice on | January 1973,
The Fuji Ship Post Office applied this commemorative cancel on that day.

On the following day, 2 January, the Fuji Ship Post Office used their regular cancel and
their special handstamp highlighting their work as the Supporting Force.
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It took the JARE team of 30 men almost three weeks to transfer
all of the supplies to Showa Base as the weather was very bad
and the heliocopters were grounded a good deal of the time.
Supplies were also taken by air out to Mizuko Camp 300 km. in-
land. The team was under the command of Cdr. Hirosawa.
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Official cachet of JARE XIV.
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During this expedition Seiklchi Tsuboi, %he team doctor, tawrned
antarctic farmer. A greenhougse was built containing a controlled
farm field with a warm breeze, water and a temperature of 259,
The greenhouse was powered by Solar light, He wag sucessful in
growing cucumbers, kotatsuma, radishes, tomatoes, melon, caro-
narium and chrysanthermms. Next year they plan on planting more
flowers and additional frult and vegetables. This cover was
cancelled the second time on April 26, 1973, when the Fuji again
returned to Tokyo.
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JARE XIV
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Cancelled on "Midwinter Day" and signed by the
leader of the Wintering party, Gdr. Takeo Hirasawa.
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Japanese-lew Zealand cooperation
in research in the Dry Valley.
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JARE XV

On Decembexr 31, 1973, the first supply plane from Fuji landed at
the Japanese base to begin JARE XV. The Fuji had to lay off the
ice 65 miles as the of? shore ice was still frozen solid. The
Fuji Ship Poat Office commemoratdve cancel shows the helicopter,
become such a necessity as well as Myji and a snow-cat.
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The next day brought tragedy. A Mujli crew member, Fumio Aratani,
fell down a crevasse while exploring an lceberg 650 meters fraom
the ship. He suffered a fractured skull and died asboard ship
after being rescued. This was Aratani's second season with the
Fu)i. Only the second death during JARE missions, a previous
fatality occurred in October, 1960, dusing JARE IV when a winter
over member, Shin Fukusghima, went outside in a blizzard to feed
the dogs and was never seen again.
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In 1974, because of povermmental modification of the
romeji spelling of Japanese words, Showa became Syowa,
but the pronounciation remained the same. During this
season, several parties left Syowa Base on geological
surveys. Eighty-two meteorites were found by these
parties,
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This winter-over season concentrated on geology, rocket launches
and the joint effort in Dry Valley. The rocket project, under

the leadership of Dr. I. Nishimuto, launched seven meteorological
rockets between March 3rd and June 10th. They were all successful.
The cover 1s signed by Masayoshl Murayama, Leader of JARE XV.
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JARE-DVDP (McMurdo Station)
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- New Zealand

MeMurde Station

Latitude 774 51 South
Longitude 166° 40 Baxt

ANTARCTICA

WILLY MOOLENAAR
P. O, BOX 2738
CHICAGO, IL 60090

Official cachets from the Dry Valley Drilling Project—Joint cooperation between Japan
New Zealand and the United States
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Air Mail

MORRIS VISOTSKY, #338
American Soc. of Polar
Philutelists
1575 Lullaby Lane

U, Arnold D, Paddock
3952 Candenut Lane
Dallas Texas

Al though the Fuji actually arrived in Tokyo harbor on April 2lith, the Official
date of return was two days later, on the 26th. The lower cover is autographed

by Capt. M. Monta, the captain of the Fuji.
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Cover from the joint Japanese-U.S,-New
| Zealand project in Dry Valley autographed
by two members of the JARE party. Thare
are three "Dry Valleys" close to the U.S.
base at McMurdo, Taylor, Wright and Vie-
torie Valley. There is no snow here and
fresh water lakes in which only the sur-
face water is cold. Geclogists find the
rock formations, called Ventifacts, fas-
cinating for thelr weird shapes caused by
wind erosion. Much of this project is
under the auspices of the Thiel Earth
Sciences Labratory whose handstamped
cachet appears on the back of this cover.
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June 21st, Midwinter's Day, is always a big event with
the winter-over party. This cover was postmarked that
date with the Syowa Base cancel.




JAPANESE ANTARCTIC RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS
JARE XVI

Conniinn o tid 5

Akira Sakai —-
Kitashinden Ogawa
Higashiura, Chita,
470-21 Japan.

The first day of post office operation on Fuji was 1 January 1975, The square red cachet is for the Marine Self-Defence
Force aboard the Fuji. The Fuji’s cachet for JARE 16 shows the vessel making its way through an ice field,
The bottom cover is signed by the Fuji’s skipper, Capt. M. Morita.
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The 1974~76 period was also observed as Envirommental Science Year.

It is doubted that soccer is played at Syowa Bage in the manner
portrayed on the stamp.
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An additional cachet was designed showlng the Fuji's role
at "the bottom of the world."
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The JARE 16 cachet is seen in both blue and red ink. Note that
the JARE 15 cachet was still available for use at this time.
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Earth Sciences Laboratory
( Mcl}dnrdo Station )

Additional JARE XVI cachets.
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Additional cachets for JARE XVI, signed
by two Japanese scientists working with
the U.8, team at McMurdo Station.
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One of the new areas of research at Syowa base was the International Magnetospheric Study - a six
year period of examination of the magnetic field surrounding the earth

Akira Sakaj
Kitashinden Ogawa
Higashiura, Chjta,
470-21  Japan,

Cancelled first day of operation with both the scenic and circular date stamp.
The cover Is signed by Yoshio Yoshida, leader of the JARE XVI summer party.
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Printed Matter

#}/0 WILLY MOOLENAAR
# p. O. BOX 2738
ﬁﬂ?. CHICAGO, 1L 60490

This cover, cancelled at Syowa Bsge, was returned to Japan on
the Muji, and was given the Tokyo receiving cancel seen here.
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Fuji reached the ice for JARE 17 in mid-December 1975. fmeng the
acheivements of the 16th winter-over team was the collection of
over 100 meteorites. These, along with a ton of antarctic snow,
were returned to Tokyo for scientific analysis. The cover shows
both the Fuji post office cancel and the Tokyo receiving cancel.
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Fuji Post Office opened their operation on
Jamuary 3, 1976, as the scenic cancel shows.
The square cachet is the official Fuji cachet.
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Showa Base scenic and machine cancel
as well as another JARE XVII cachet.




JAPANESE ANTARCTIC RESEARCH EXPEDITION

JARE XVIT

WILLY MOOLENAAR
P. O, NOX 2738
CHICAGO, 1L 60290

u“oA-

Cover showing Showa Base Post Office
cancel and Tokyo receiving mark.
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Showa Base machine cancel plus
a special JARE XVII cachet.




JAPANESE ANTARCTIC RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS
JARE XVITI

The Icebreaker Fuji left Tokyo harbor on November 25,
1977. This year the ice conditions were the worst in
several seasons and they were unsuccessful in reaching
the ice adjacent to Showa Station until Jamuary 17 th.
The Official cachet for Fuji says "Icebreaker Fuji,
18th Antarctica Research Expedition Support".
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The Showa date canceller was changed to reflect JARE XV1I1 on 1 January 1977 although
the team did not reach the base until sixteen days later

Prof. K. Hirano
18~72 Kawadaira

Aramaki, Sendai 980
JAPAN

Cover autographed by Dr. H. Kusunoke, leader of JARE XVI11
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Helgiun Bxchange Seientist

Akira Sakai
Kitashinden Ogawa
Higashiura, Chita,
470-21 Japan.

Cover signed by Dr. Stanislas Wartel, Belgium Exchange Scientist working with JARE XVIII team at Showa Base

Jeheltel, 18%h
Summer Team leader
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Cover autographed by S. Kobuta, leader of the summer team for JARE XVIII




JAPANESE ANTARCTIC RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS
JARE XVIHI

EFNN NS NFFON

=il IR VIS NIPRON

Official cachets from Fuji Post Office plus scenic and machine cancels
dated 1 January 1977
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ANTARCTIC FLIGHT

-------------------------

Helicopter S-61A flight, piloted by Lt. Yenomato, from Showa Base
to Fuji and from Ice Breaker Fuji to Showa Base, Jamuary 7, 1977.
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On February 1, the wintering over party, under the leadership
of Dr. H. Kusunohl, took over the 17th party's duties at Showa
Base and officlally started their activities which will continue
until February, 1978. The square black cancel is for the Inter-
national Magnetosperic Study.
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Cover commemorating the joint U.S.-Japanese
Antarctic search for metorites from Showa.
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Black cachet reads “Antarctica Arca Observation Achievement, 20" Anniversary Commemoration™,
Both covers cancelled 30 January 1977
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1977 was the 20th Anniversary of JARE
80 this chachet honore Lt. Sirase, who
led the 1910 expedition, which opened
the door %o JARE beguinning in 1956.
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On the way home, Fuji put mail
sboard a Paquebot at Singapore
on April 3rd. It reached Tokyo
three days later on the 6th.
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Speclal scenic cancel portraying the
rocket research done during JARE XVIII.
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International Geophysical Year cachet with
the addition of the Konaura scenic and a
machine cancel. Konaura was the home of
Lt. Sirage and the location of his monument.
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Fuji Post Office started opperations on
January 1, 1978, with a scenic cancel-
lation and a new cachet for JARE XTX.
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Showa scenic cancel and special cachet for the
Japanese Antarctic Area Research Expedition Team.
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Machine cancel for Fuji with special cachet, dated 1 January 1978
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Cover calling attention to the Japanese rocket project also dated 1 January 1978
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Special cachet for JARE XIX.
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Joint U.S.-Japan Antarctic

Search of Meteorites.
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Joint U.S.~Japan Antarctic search for Meteorites.
U.S. scientists were from the University of Pittsburg.
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Fujl cachet with machine cancel
and Tokyo recelving cancel.
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Special cover prepared for the Antarctic
Exhibition at the National Science Museun.
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The Leader of JARE XX was Yoshio Yoshida, who
signed this cover. The scenic and machine
cancels from Shows Base were used as well as
a Tokyo receiving mark. The Cachet is for
the 20th Antarctica Area Observation Team.
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Souvenir Posteard and envelope honoring
Ice Breaker Fujl. Cancelled January 1,
1979, at the ship Post Office.
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As usual, Ice Breaker TujJi began the cancellation
of mail for JARE XX on the 1st of January, 1979.
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Two more Fuji cachets-the upper for the
Ice Breaker and the lower for the 20th
Antarctica Observation Support.
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Showa Base cachet, canceled | Janunry 1979

As part of the 20“ Anniversary of JARE in 1979, Showa Base was the first Antarctic Base to have direct
TV from their homeland. It was broadeast by Nippon Hoso Kyohai which is known as NHK.
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The first broadcast was from Sendal Central TV Station
to Showa Base, on January 28th, with a return broadcast
from Showa Base to Tokyo TV Center on the 29th.
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U.S.-JAPAN ANTARCTIC SEARCH
FOR METEORITES

JARE XX emphasis was on a joint
U.8.~Japan search for meteorites.
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Japanege scientists also worked at Vanda
Station in Dry Valley. It is administered
by the New Zealand Team at Scott Base.
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Both Fuji and Showa
began cancelling on
December 31, 1979.
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Ice Breaker Fuji had a machine
cancel for January 1, 1980, as
well as several Cachets for
JARE XXI.
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Showa Base cachet showing longitude and latitude date | January 1980
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A special JARE XXI cancel for Showa Base dated 6 February 1980
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In 1980, for JARE XXI, a set of three posteards was issued with thres dif-
ferent scenes and cachets. A special envelope containing the three is shown.
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The prior page shows a view of Showa Base.
T™his card shows the Aurora Australis.
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Card showing an ice berg off Showa Base.
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Prof. K. Hirano
5 J» 7513 Nakavama
é\ LSendai 980, TAPAN
After leaving Antarctica, Fuji started home to Japun.
A stop was made at Singapore to drop off mail—hence the Paquebot cancel.

Fuji arrived in Tokyo Harbor on April 19, 1980. This home-coming cover was signed by Capt. Nei,



DECOMMISSIONING OF THE FIRST JAPANESE ICEBREAKER “SOYA”™ 1978

In 1962, when the “Soya Maru™ returned to Tokyo from JARE VI, she had completed her last voyage to
Antarctica. For the next 16 years she served in Japanese waters, and in 1978 the decision was made
to decommission her.

Her record in the Antarctic was a source of pride to the Japanese people, and so her last cruise

was to be a tour of the ports throuEhout Japan. The complete tour was as follows: Moji Port,

August 6™; Ujima Port, August 8"; Takamatsu Port, August 10™; Kobe Port, August 13"; Nagoya Port,
August 15™; Yokohama Port, August 19%; Tokyo Port, August 20"; Shiogama Port, August 22*;
Hakodate Port, August 24™; Otaru Port, August 27"; Niigata Port, August 29"; Nichi-Maizuru,

August 31:; Aomori, September 2*; Hakodate Port, September 3™'; and returning to Tokyo Port,
October 2%,
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As a prelude to the decommissioning tour, Sendai used this special cachet on July 19",
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Moji Port, August 6 Ujima Port, August 8 Takamatsu Port, August 10
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Kobe Port, August 13
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Nagoya Port, August 15
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Yokohama Port, August 19




; ;o (2 oA A DECOMMISSIONING
OF THE FIRST
JAPANESE
ICEBREAKER
“SOYA" 1978

Tokyo Port
August 20
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Shiogama, August 22 Hakodate Port, August 24










